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Wisconsin Medical Society

Your Doctor. Your Health.





State Budget Bill Item Increases Your Medical Liability Exposure!

The Wisconsin Medical Society needs your help in educating our elected officials on the negative impacts of an item in the 2009-2011 State Biennial Budget. The bill has a provision that would allow someone only 20 percent at fault to be held 100 percent liable for all damages. 
This is a dramatic change from current law, where one has to be 51 percent responsible in order to be held 100 percent liable. 

This item - changing the state's "joint and several liability" threshold - does not belong in a fiscal budget bill, and is bad public policy. The change would immediately harm Wisconsin's medical liability environment, especially compared to other states in our region:

How Wisconsin Compares to Other Midwest States

No Joint and Several Liability

(Pay percentage of fault)
Michigan

Indiana

Kansas

North Dakota

Limited Joint and Several Liability

(Requiring more than 50 percent fault)

Iowa

Minnesota

Ohio (only if intentional)

Missouri

Nebraska

South Dakota

Expanded Joint and Several Liability

(Pay 100 percent even if less than 50 percent at fault)

Illinois – 25 percent Fault Threshold

Wisconsin – 20 percent Fault Threshold

Action Request: Please call your State Assembly Representative and your State Senator today - ask that they vote to remove the joint and several liability change from the biennial budget bill. Emphasize that this kind of item deserves a public hearing to stand or fall on its own merits, and shouldn’t be hidden in a budget bill. 

Find your legislators' contact information at http://www.legis.wisconsin.gov/w3asp/waml/waml.aspx or call the Legislative Hotline at 800.362.9472.
For more information, contact the Society’s Government Relations team: (608) 442-3764.
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